Advent/Christmas 2017.

St. Conleth’s National School, Derrinturn.                     
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Christmas Spirit
In this seasonal newsletter, we proudly celebrate the true spirit of Christmas. We commend the generosity of our community and the spirit of giving. In giving, we show true understanding, empathy, generosity, humanity and respect. We cannot find words to express our gratitude to the children, parents and friends of the school. So we’ve borrowed some words on the value of giving from some very famous people. 
  “No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another.” 
                                               -  Charles Dickens                                                                               “It's not how much we give but how much love we put into giving.” 
                                               -  Mother Teresa                                                                                      
           “For it is in giving that we receive.”  -  St. Francis of Assisi
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Christmas Carols        
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This year the children of St. Conleth’s National School have prepared a celebration of Christmas Carols. The Junior Infant classes will also present Nativity Plays.                                            The schedule is as follows:-
Tues.12th Dec.
Síolta, Síoga, Senior Infants, 1st & 2nd
Ms. Walsh, Mrs. Brereton, Mrs. Grogan, Mr. Farrell, Ms. Keown, Mrs. Colleary.
Wed. 13th Dec.
3rd – 6th classes
Mrs. Cooney, Ms. O’ Brien, Ms. Gannon, Mr. Dunne, Mrs. O’ Donoghue, Mr. Hughes
Thurs. 14th Dec.
Mrs. Byrne’s class – Nativity Play
Mon. 18th Dec.
Ms. Rowe’s class – Nativity Play
                                                                                                                                                     The performances will start at 1.30pm and finish at 2pm. We look forward to seeing you all at our presentations.          
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Clothes Collection
The recent clothing collection was an amazing success. We collected more than 1000kg of clothes to recycle. The Green Schools Committee and Ms. Keown are very pleased and extend their heartfelt thanks to you all. We appreciate all your support for all our ventures. The encouragement that we get from you makes us even keener to keep greener!
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 175 shoe boxes!
    [image: LOGO]                                                                                                        The shoe-box appeal showed the generosity of the school community yet again. 175 shoe boxes were carefully filled, wrapped and submitted. It was a wonderful opportunity for children to give to other children. The spirit of generosity and kindness that is fostered by such gestures is a very valuable learning experience for the children. They begin to appreciate at a very early age, that charity is very important. Our children, with your guidance, have helped transform the lives of other children. These children are poor and  hungry. Some of the children are homeless or abandoned. Some live in war torn regions and watch the horrors of war every day. They live in poverty, in fear and in need. The children of St. Conleth’s National School have given these vulnerable children gifts that will not only provide a welcome treat, but also enhance their self-esteem and dignity. We thank you all for your generosity. Children in many parts of the world have benefitted and our children have learned the importance of reaching out to others in their time of need.
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Advent
Advent is taken from the Latin word ‘adventus’, meaning “coming” and is considered to be the beginning of our Church Year.  Advent begins  four Sundays before Christmas Day, which is Sunday 3rd December this year, and ends on Christmas Eve (24th December). For most Christians, the season is one of anticipation and hope. The children have learned about Advent during senior assembly at school.
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The season of Advent is one of preparation, anticipation and hope. Christians reflect on the birth of Jesus and the coming of the Saviour. 








[bookmark: _GoBack]Each week during Advent a candle on the Advent Wreath is lit. The wreath has five candles. There are three purple candles, one pink candle and one white candle. Each candle has a special significance and symbolism as we prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ at Christmas. The first purple candle represents HOPE and we light this in the week of December 3rd. During the week beginning December 10th, we light the second purple candle which represents PEACE.  On December 17th we light the third candle, which is pink. This pink candle is a symbol of JOY. On the 24th of December we light another purple candle which represents LOVE. The final candle is a very special white candle. It is lit in the church on Christmas Day and it represents JESUS CHRIST. On this day in particular we encourage you to light a candle with your family at home.









1. Another Advent tradition is the Jesse Tree. The Jesse Tree is almost like the family tree of Jesus. Jesus is a descendant of Jesse and so the Jesse Tree is the family tree of Jesse’s family line. Each day during Advent a symbol is hung on the branches of the Jesse Tree. These symbols show an image taken from passages in the bible that tell us about the ancestors of Jesus. These significant bible stories also show that the coming of Jesus had been expected from the very beginning. Here is a list of the bible stories and the symbols.                              Creation  			The Earth                                                                                                                                              Adam & Eve         		An apple                                                                                                                                          Noah’s Ark        			A rainbow                                                                                                                                              God’s promise to Abraham 	A tent                                                                                                                                      Isaac			A ram                                                                                                                                    Jacob’s Ladder   		A ladder                                                                                                                                      Joseph	         		A coat                                                                                                                                                               Moses			A burning bush                                                                                                                       The Passover			A lamb                                                                                                                                      The Ten Commandments	Stone tablets                                                                                                                         Joshua in Jericho		A horn trumpet                                                                                                                  Ruth			A sheaf of corn                                                                                                                                            King David			A star of David                                                                                                                   Solomon’s Temple		A temple                                                                                                                               Elijah & Baal’s Priests		A bonfire                                                                                                                            Isaiah’s Jesse Prophecy		A tree stump                                                                                                                                                                  Jonah & the Whale		A whale                                                                                                                                  John the Baptist		A scallop shell                                                                                                                              Mary			A white lily                                                                                                                                  Elizabeth			A mother & child                                                                                                                  Zechariah 			A tablet & pencil                                                                                                                Joseph			A hammer                                                                                                                               The Shepherds			A sheep                                                                                                                                          The Wise Men			Three crowns                                                                                                                                   JESUS  			Baby in a manger
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The Jesse Tree



Bring and Buy
Our Bring and Buy was held just before Halloween. We are always overwhelmed by the amount of wonderful donations that come our way for the Bring and Buy. The proceeds of the Bring and Buy traditionally go towards the cost of the Sixth Class Tour. In this final year at school, the children of sixth class always have a very special tour as a celebration of their many happy years at St. Conleth’s National School. The tours become more expensive every year. The children often use some of their Confirmation money to fund the tour, but without the money raised by the annual Bring and Buy, we would be unable to organise such wonderful trips for our senior students.  This year the Bring and Buy raised a whopping €1050.00. Without your kindness, we would not have been able to raise this money. We thank you most sincerely. We thank also, the dedicated students of sixth class, who set up their stalls in a business-like, organised fashion. They will be the great entrepreneurs of the future. 






 


Bring and Buy 2017.
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Tuesday 12th December: 		Christmas Carols                             
Wednesday 13th December		Christmas Carols
Thursday 14th December		Nativity Play
Friday 15th December 		Parents Association Christmas Raffle
Monday 18th December 		Nativity Play
Friday 22nd December		Closing for Holidays at 12.30pm
Monday 8th January		School re-opens.
Thursday 11th January		Rehearsal for Peace Proms Choir
Sunday 4th February		Peace Proms in the RDS.















  



St. Conleth’s National School, Derrinturn, Carbury, Co. Kildare.                      E-mail: secretary@stconlethsns.ie                      
                                                                             Telephone : 046 9553490                                                                                   
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Helping vulnerable children overseas
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